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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p~m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-SEWERAGE, SEPTIC
TANKS.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Works: 1, J~s he aware that the Clare-
moat and Cottesloe local authorities were
advised during his absence in England that
they might prudently continue the, instal-
lation of septic tanks? 2, Is he aware that
both local authorities have discontinued
operations pending further information of
the Government's deep sewerage proposals?
3, Will he clarify the position by declaring
his intention during the session 9

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Claremont Road Board and Claremont
Council were supplied with plans showing
areas where septic tanks might be installed
as it was not likely that the proposal for
a permanent sewerage system for these areas
would receive serious consideration for
years. 2, Yes. 3, It is impossible to lay
down a definite policy for years ahead. The
situation is entirely controlled by the amount
of money available.

ADDRZSS-fl-REPLY.

Winth Day-Concuson.

Debate tesuftmedl from the previous day.

THE MINITER FOB LANDS (Horn
MI. F. Troy -Mt. Magnet) [4,34]: During
the debate there have been no criticisms of
the Lands Department calling for any
lengthy reply1 but references that have been
made by hon. members tequire attention, and
I propose to reply to such remarks during
the course of my speech. The most encour-
aging features in our development to-day
are the great demand for land, and the man-
ner in which alienated land has been brought
into production. The Lands Department
have concentrated upon the classification and
survey of areas. The demand for land re-
mains unsatisfied, and will continuo to do
so -while cheap and productive lands; are
available in the couptry. The classification of
considerable areas has been finalised, and
all this land has been surveyed and made
available for ksettlers, who are actively en-
gaged upon its development. The demand
for land in tbe wheat belt, particulArly, has
shown no abatement; but owing to large
areas being held from selection pending final-
isation of matters connected with the 3,500
farms scheme, the land available within the
last few months has been somewhat re-
stricted. During the first months of the
financial year many hundreds of surveyed
blocks were thrown open for selection. Un-
der conditional purchase the number of
holdings. approved during the last financial
year was 2,601, for a total acreage of
2,616,703 acres. This represents a consid-
erable increase on the approvals for the pre-
vious financial year, the figures of which
were: applications approved 2,172, total
acreage 2,145,704 acres. Pastoral leases
ranted during the expired financial year

numbered 179. Partial applications during
the same year numbered 199, for an area
of 14,177,802 acres. Here again there is
an incease over the previous year's figures,
which were 161 approvals for 11,096,832
acres. The number of new settlers for the
year was 1,433, being an increase of 377
settlers over the number for the previous
year. The close classification of the country
between Southern Cross and Salmon Gums,
which was undertaken 18 months ago in con-
nection with the proposed scheme of de-
velopment, has been completed, and full in-
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formation has been' madd "available to the
Development and Migration Commission.
The classification 'of the country from Lake
illmon, northward to the Murchison rea-

way, and of that great are lying east of
the Wongan Hills railway, has been com-
pleted) and attention is now being given to
development. I amn indeed disappointed
that the classification of that are does not
show -a much larger acreage of good land,
but there is a considerable acreage around
Lake Hliliman, which has been surveyed and
will be made available in the course of a
month or two. I hope that the reining
land in that area will be taken up as graz-
iug farms, for which it is specially adapted.
A close classification of the country between
Dartmoor and the M1urehison River was
completed -during the last financial year.
Three- parties of surveyors have been de-
spatched to this arcs to subdivide it for
settlement. Four survey, parties arc en-
gaged in the pastoral areas, fixing starting
points and obtaining topographical infor-
mation to enable selection to he made easily
in flew country. It will therefore be seen
that the Lands Department have had a very
busy time during the financial year jusr
closed, and this aetivity will he reflected
in the returns from land revenue during
the current financial year. Agricultural
Bank approvals for the financial year ju::t
ended totalled 2,306, for total advances of
£a05.095. Advances for clearing purposes3
bare .been granted to the extent of
£C605,094, to clear an area of 564,807 acres.
For other purposes there has been advanced
£300,001. The number of new clients ac-
cepted by the bank during the year was
859. A good deal of light land develop-
ment is now going on, and in this respect
Agricultural Bank advances Are being made
up to 50 per cent, of the value of the im-
provemeats. During the term of the pre-
sent Administration the Agricultural Bank
have decided to make advances to purchasers.
of fertiliser for topdrepsing areas, and some
thousands of pounds have been advanced for
that purpose. An air of prosperity now
pervades the South-West, in view of the
great improvement resulting to the pastures-
from the application of fertiliser for top-
dressing. The policy now being carried out
by the hank will be extended, and I hope
it will mean a rapid development of the
south-west of Western Australia, as also of
that portion of Western Australia lying be
tween the South-West and the Great South-

era area, which can be rapidly developed
under pasture and by topdressing with fer-
tiliser, the country thus being brought into
swift production. A few years. ago the
Government of Western Australia lent a
lqrge sum of money to assist the establish-
mient of freezing wofks, ai Fremantle. The
works are now in eiistence, and I hope that
this year, with the assistance given 'by the
Agicultural Bank towards topdressing in
the portions of the country to whicht I have
referred, the works will1 be actively engaged.
I trust, also, that when the 'works are in
operation large nnibers of lambs will be
raised in Western Australia from country
specially suitalile for that purpos e. On the
wiheat belt proper', specil advances for fal-,
lowing have been made. in necessitous case;,
the rate of advance being 10s. per acre,
which represents 6s, per acre for plough-
ing and 2s. for each of two cultivations.
Approximately 20,000 acres of fallowing at
these rates hanve this year been provided
for. I1 have heard some lhon. member claimi
that this fallowing policy was previously
suggested, but I had never heard of it. L
have consistently advocated fallowing; in
fact, I have always strongly insisted upon
the principle of fallowing. When I caine
into ollice I talked to the trustees of the
Agricultural Bank time after time on the
subject, and the policy has been adopted. In
the Salmon Gumis district, which you, Mr.
Speaker, represent, loans have been made
availahic for fallowing a total area of
56,000 acres. In my opinion, the principle
of assisting in fallowing in that area will be
the means by which it will come into its own.
Without such assistance it would probably
remain undeveloped for years to come, an',
the State in consequence would not have
reaped any benefit from it. Hon. members
wvill be interested in the progress of the
miners' settlement at Southern Cross, be-
cause it largely represents an experiment
under which men who were badly affected
with dust and had been worn out in the
mines, were given an opportunity to make
holles for themselves and their families and
were found suitable occupation. The
cleared area in this settlement now approxi-
mates 24,000 acres, the work having been af-
fected at an average cost of 27&. 6d. per
acre. That clearing, I am glad to say, has
been done mainly by the miners themselves,
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miners who were sent down from the gold-
fields; and I am happy to say that their
health is much improved. When one realises
that that clearing was; done at an average
cost of 27s. 6id. per acre, one can hardly
understand how it comes about that men,
workless in the city, are not prepared to take
cleatinbg but say that they cannot make a
living at it at :30s. per aere.

Mr. Mann: How many miners are in the
settlement?

The MLNISTERD FOR LANDS: Ninety-
three.

Mir. Ferguson: What did you say was;
the cost per acre I

The MI NISTER FORl LANDS: Twenty
seven shillings and sixpence. About 20,000
acres of the area have now been fallowed,
and the work is proceeding. The settlement
wvork hats been done under the guidance of
the Agricultural Bank.

Mrt. J. H4. Smnith: I understand many of
the settlers are very dissatisfied.

Tht M1INISTER FOR LANDS: Dis-
satisfied?~ I have niot heard it. Of course if
the hon. member is looking for dissatisfac-
tion, he is bound to get it.

The Minister for Mtines: That settlement
is the most satisfied group settlement in
Western Australia.

Mr. J. 11. Smith: I have beard [lint
many of the settlers there are very dissatis-
fied.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANI\])S: Fiftcea
traetons are now eiwa ged upon the work oE
Callowing at a rontrar-t rate of 5is. per acre.
An additional 3s. will he allowed for work-
ing this fallow under the direction of
the inspectors of the Agricultural Bank.
The work of cultivation will irmmediately
proceed when the ploughing is finished, and
will be continued according to the sea-con.
As I have already said, there arc 94 block;
in that settlement, 88 being in effective oc-
cupation. 'Some of the svttlerc, of course,
are still sufferirg in health, and in conse-
quenice they require further time to take upi
occupation of their respective ireas. The
goldfields water scheme has been extendid
to the settlement at various points, and the
building of two schools3 is approaching com-
pletion. So the settlers,, it will hi- seen,
have taken up occuipation l'erJuanelntl 'v, aind
my great hope is that they wvill prov-e en-
tirely sucvessful. Ill Forres4tania, rrcfeTv'I
to last ntight by the mnember for Yilaarni
(M1r. Corboy) the area chopped down ii
14,750 acres. This work has been put in

hand merely hi order to help the uncut-
ployed. It is done under the gudance and
eontrol of one of the beat agricultural in-
specters in Western Australia, Mr. Bidt.
I doubt very much thv statement made by
the mornher for Vilgarn last night, when he
said this work had been slummed, for I do
not think Mr. Birch is the kind of inan who
would allow the slumming of any work
un1der his control.

Mr. Latbain: Quite right.

The MIN1'.ISTER FOR LANDS: It is a
pit-y people are so ready to give ear to
rumours. If you want to hear somethiing
bad about anything-, you can hear it very
easily. My public experience has taught
ine that at least 911 per cent. of the rumourA
heard aire inaccurate. Of this area cut
down, 1,8G0 acres have been burnt and 912
acres picked up. I did. not desire to see
this country burnt, because I was afraid
that a second growth would conic heftore
settlement could take place. I desired to
s~ee the timber cut down and allowed to lie.
Themn when settlement does take place the
timber will be lying on the round, there
will be no second growth, and no diflculty
about getting- a good burning and a chea1,
effective clearing up. Development is pro-
ceeding apace in the new areas settled Insf
vear. At Lake King an41l Mr. Maddern.
2,7:34 acre, have been clearer], and 2,295
acres chopped down. At Lztkcs Calani and
Fox, -,188 acres have been cleared anid 1,0:16

a-echopped, mid at Lake Varle iy (South),
1.2915 arc e, have heel] cleared, and 001 acres
rut down. The wheat crops in those areas
total 3,741 acres. At Lake Carmody and
Lake Varley (North) there have been
cleared, or partly cleared, 6,0011 acres.. The
mnember for William - Narrog-in (Mr.
Doney) r-eferrcd to what hie tenned the lae!;
of co-ordination between the Lands Depart.
inent and the Agricultural Bank i respee t

of classgification of country made available
for selection. I have etideavoured to effei-4
this co-ordination, and before this particula,-
couintry was made available I gave instruc-
tions to the rnder Secretary for Lands to
get in touch with the inanag-ing trustee or!
the Agricultural Bank and to provide that
ininiediately an area was Lnndc available for
selection the selector should know whether
or not the bank would advance on any given
blink. All this country was settled orn that
method. When the areas available for Meee-
tion were gazetted, it was also announce,]
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whether or not the bank was prepared tq
advance on those locations. The bank has
-advanced on tile locations under review, and
the greater portion of! the work done in thiose
new areas has been done by rea'on of the
assistance given by the Agricultural Bank
to the settlers. The sinne hon. mjember re-
ferred to the need for developing light coun-
try, and complained of the Agricultural
Bank's conservatism in this reg-ardl.

Mr. floney: No, I did not complain of!
the bank's attitude.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: H
quoted an instance in which the settleri
were very successful on light lands, and I
gathered that he complained that the bank
was not advancing on those areas.

Mr. Doney: No, I did not complain about
that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Well I
do not know what the member was com-
plaining about. I should like to point out
that in this matter the bank's trustees are
guided almost entirely by the advice of their
field officers. Whenever there is any doubt
about a location, the field officer advises thc
hank that the classification is not as good
as that which was tendered by the Lands
Department, aud he then recommends to the
trustees that no advance be made. So,' of
course, the trustees have to be somewhat
conservative. It is only natural in a body
of men who, perforce, have to take great
risks in the advancing of the people's money.
In these circumstances necessarily they la~g
behind the classifications of the Lands De-
partment. On the other hand, there are now
bnndreds of properties, one might almost
say thousands of properties, on which the
bank is advancing, but on which it would
have refused to advance only five years ago.
So even if the bank will not advance in the
flrst instance, it is quite probable that it will
advance later, when experience has shown
that conditions are better understood and
that the property and the settler are worthy
of assistance.

Hon. G. Taylor: The value of our lands
is not known even yet.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is,
so. The member for Yilgarn complained
that the settlers in these new areas were not
yet provided with railway facilities. It
must be remembered that those settlers were
not promised immediate railway facilities.
When they took uip the land, they knew
where it was sitated: they had all the

facts and they had a g-uarantee of assistance
from the Agricultural Bank, which, I may
say, was not always provided to settlers
similarly situated in other parts of the State.
The hon. member is probably' not aware that
all settlement in this country is in advance
of railway communication, and that it is
not possible that the position can be other-
wise for many years to come. Settlement
in Western Australia has proceeded so
rapidly, and so much country has been taken
up, that it is difficult to provide facilities for
so great a number of settlers. Therefore.
settlers going to new areas must realise that
for a time at least they will have to put up
with the vicissitudes of settlement, and be
prepared to make personal sacrifices during
their early years. To my own knowledge,
the settlers on that vast area of country
along the Midland railway and out towards
the Wongan Hills line were on the land four
or five years before getting a railway. In
lesser degree the same thing applied at
Bruce Rock, Narembeen, Kondinin and Lake
Grace. The member for Wagin (Mr.
Stubbs) wvill bear me out that settlers went
out 50 miles from Lake Grace without rail-
way communication, and had to wait some
years for it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They were
granted bank advances when their railways
were authorised.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But in
many cases they were not authorised, and
even where such authority was given, the
advances were not of a very generous
nature.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But work was
much cheaper in those days.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The set-
tlers in the new areas have only to wait
and in due time they will get their rail-
ways; because if any one thing is certain,
it is that this Government will try to de-
velop every one of the areas thrown open.
When the areas in the Yilgarn electorate
were made available for selection, and be-
fore they were gazetted, members of
the Development and Migration Commission
gave the Government an assurance that
those areas would be embraced in any
scheme approved by them. The project now
before the Development and Migration Com-
mission provides for the serving of those
areas by railway, and I hope, of course,
that the commuuication will be given to them
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.just as soonl as it can possibly he done. Dur-
ing the year further consideration was given
to the devaluation of soldier settlers' se-
curities. The number of debtors to whom
it has ])en found necessary to rant relief
now totals 1,397, necessitating the cancella-
tion of E439,545 of their aggregate indebt-
edness. These losses, of course, are recover-
able under the special grant made by the
Commonwealth Government in respect of
soldier settlement. 'Mr. Justice Pike recent-
ly reported to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment on the disabilities of soldier settlement.
'However, his report did not reach my ornico
until to-day, and so I am not able to discuss
it. I do not think there are many soldiers
in Western Australia dissatisfied with what
has been done for them. There are soldiers
who complain of the smallness of their los-
dions, but in the main our soldier settlement
is sound. That is due almost entirely to the
fact that we had large areas of cheap land to
offer the soldiers when repatriation was tak-
ing place, and so in the main the soldiers,
particularly those in the wheat belt, blessed
by good seasons, have been able to get very
fine crops. I am glad to be able to say that,
generally speaking, our soldier settlement
scheme has been very satisfactory indeed.
Preliminary investigations have been com-
pleted regarding the possible railway routes,
location of water supplies, and the clearing
of tracks in what is known as the 3,500
farms scheme. I do not yet know whether
there will be 3,500 farms or 3,000 farm;, or
2,000 farms or 4,000 farms. That has yet
to be determined when the areas classified
have been opened up by communication. But
we do know that there is a very large area
of country available, and that quite a large
Proportion Of it is Very good. To show
that the work has not slackened, I may gay
that in cutting roads and tracks there has
been expended in that area £E75,000; on rail-
way investigation £10,500 and on the lo:.
lion of water supplies £34,000.

Hon. G. Taylor: You will have them over
capitalised if you are not careful.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Oh no
The project is now the subject of investiga-
tion by the Development and Migrati',n
Commission. The whole question respecting
the land, rainfall, cost of farming develop-
mnent, railway facilities, water supplies and
roads has been thoroughly investigated. All
possible data has been seconed and the

scheme now, awaits the decision of the Com-
monwealth and Imperial Governments. The
member for M.%t. Margaret interjected that
the scheme will be over-eapitalised.

Hon. G. Taylor: I said, if you are not
careful.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In may
opinion no land settlement scheme hitherto
iebarked upon in this country has been the

subject of such careful examination. Al-
though definite results canl never be accur-
ately worked out, it is very desirable to
have an exhaustive examination of the cost
and possibilities of land settlement in tlhat
part of the State before large areas are ae-
ied and great expenditure is incurred that
later onl might become a liability on the peo-
pie.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Have you de-
tails of the rainfall?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have.
I do not suggest that the rainfall records
are dependable, because the records might
not have been taken accurately in areas be-
yalid the rabbit-proof fence. Anyone ac-
quainted with the back country knows that
the rainfall records are not taken accurate-
ly. But so far as possible all the data
has been secured. I am sure that nothing
has been overlooked, and if the scheme is
approved by the Commonwealth and Impe-
rial Governments there ought to be great
development in that area in the very near
future.

Hon. G. Taylor: Over what period have
you taken the rainfall?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Since the erec-
tion of the rabbit-proof fence.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have
the rainfall records for Southern Cross, Sal-
mon Gunos, Ravensihorpe, Kondinin, on the
rabbit-proof fence, and other places. I think
soil tests have also been made. If the
State Government unaided had had to un-
dertake all this preliminary examination,
we might not have been embarking on the
settlement of that country. As Minister
for Lands, however, I prefer caution when
dealing with that area. .1 do not wish to
be associated with any scheme designed to
put settlers on country where they might
not be successful. I hope the 3,500 farms
scheme will be taken in stages and by that
system of progression we shall be sure of
our progress while the country is being
settled.
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lion. Sir James Mitchell: Was the
£150,000 given to us or is it an advance)I

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is an
advance. The increased area under crop
last season was approximately 400,00
acres as compared with the previous year.
The increased area under fallov was about
300,0,00 acres as compared with the pre-
vious year. The wheat yield last season
totalled 33,821,899 bushels, as against
36,370,219 bushels for the previous season.
As eom1,ared with the previous season
there was thus a decrease last year of no
less than 2,54S,320) bushels. That was ac-
counted for, of course, ow jug to lack of
rain in a considerable portion of the wheat
belt during the critical months. This year's
prospects arc very bright and with a little
more rain next month, I have no doubt we
shall reap a record harvest because the
acreage under crop this year is very much
in excess of the acreage cropped last year.
The other evening, when the member for
West Perth (Air. Davy) was speaking, he
referred to the fact that the present Gov-
ernment 's term of office had been marked
by a succession of magnificent seasons, and
deprecated the fact that the production
of last year was not reflected in the finan-
ces; of the State. If the producers had un-
der crop last year 400,000 acres more than
in the previous year and received a pro-
duction less by 21 million bushels, is it
not reasonable to expect that the settlers
suffered loss? They did not get the return
and the State sutfered in consequence. Yet,
according to the member for WVest Perth,
that did not affect tile position in the
slightest degree. Many settlers did not get
a return and the Agricultural Bank did
not g-et its repayments, and so the Treas-
urer this year had to find money for agri-
cultural purposes that he would not have
had to find after a good season. When
I remind members that the Agricultural
Bank advanced no less than £900,000 in the
last financial year, they will understand to
what extent the Government are standing
behind the general production of the State,
and the extent to which Government finance
must he affected by' a bad season.

Mr. Lathamn: ('an you tell us what re-
payments% were made?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Last
year settlers were fairly prompt in their
repayments, but this year not much has
been received by wvay of repayments. As-

sistance to farmers to combat the rabbit
pest was given during last year by sup-
plying 1,6153 miles of wire netting at a
cost of £e72,878. As members are aware,
loans for this purpose are made at the most
favourable rate of interest and on easy
terms of repayment. Operations under the
same conditions will be continued during
the present year. Since the inception of
the scheme 7,415 miles of netting costing
£338,957 have been supplied to 1,791 set-
tlers. The price charged to settlers during
the early stages of the scheme was £4 13s.
9d. per mile of wire netting. A subsequent
fall in makers' prices permitted of a re-
duction of the selling price to £44 10s.,
while a still further and recent fall in the
market price has enabled the department
to supply netting at £4l10s. per mile. Con-
sequently, in the course of a few years
there has been a reduction of £4 3s. 9d.
per mile, and it can be said that the cost
of' production in that respect, at any rate,
is being lowered.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Are the Fed-
eral Government still helping in that
scheme?

TheIMINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. I
am glad to say that a considerable quan-
tity of the wire netting is manufactured
locally, thus providing employment for a
number of men. The local netting is as
good as the imported article and the Gov-
ernment have encouraged the local com-
pany by' placing with them considerable
orders. I have read statemenuts in the
Press, and have heard members in this
House attribute the financial position of
the State to lack of efficiency on the part
of the Government. Let me give a few
instanc-, to show how sound government
is affected by the conditions that prevail
al the present time due to legacies of
our predecessors. It has been asked in
this House more than once why the Gov-
einent have not settled the Herdsman's
Lake area, It has been said there are set-
tlers most anxious to get that land. I
should like to point out to the Hlouse and
the country that schemes like the Herds-
man's Lake scheme are largely responsible
for our present financial position. The
Herdsman's Lake area is one of 1,27.5
acres. The expenditure on drains alone
amounted to £101,276, and the interest bill
lotals f7,407 a year.
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Mr. Stubbs: Was the expenditure war-
ranted?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The pur-
chase price of the estate was £13,768 and
the total price including the purchase of
Perthshire location and sundry expendi-
ture was £14,471. Herdsman's Lake has
been subdivided but the demand for it has
not been good and the Treasurer has had
to find money y ear by year to pay interest
on the expenditure. Yet members say the
financial position is due to bad business
methods and bad management on the part
of the Government. If we have to spend
large sums of money on areas that do not
prove productive, the Treasurer has to pay
away in the form of interest money that
otherwise would be available for public
works and for providing employment for
men out of work.

Mr. Mlann; Are not people paying tip to
£100 per acre for swamp land in the vicin-
ity of Herdsman's Lake.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: -1 do
not know.

The Premier: Nobody i.s iishiu~g
Herdsman's Lake land.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I know
that the Herdsman's Lake land has been sub-
divided and that the areas are flow avail-
able for selection. If the member for Perth
has friends anxious to secure land there,
they can be accommodated. Let me make
another reference to the question of Gov-
ernment management and efficiency. Turn
to the Peel estate. Exclusive of Government
expenditure there, the cost of p~urchasing
that estate was £534,987, the expenditure
on drainage amounted to £557,459, and on
roads to £C263,046, while the annual interest
bill is £56,089. The Treasurer has to find
that money. It should be realised there-
fore, that if expenditure proves unproduc-
tive and the Treasurer has to provide large
sums annually to meet interest bills, money
cannot be available to provide work for
the unemployed. .[t is time we got down
to facts. If the Treasurer called for a list
of item of expenditure during past years
that do not return a solitary penny and on
which he has to provide a large sum of
money annually for interest, the House
would vitierstand why money is not avail-
able for relieving unemplo 'vnient, building
railways and roads, and furthering the
work of the country generally.

l-ion. Ui. Taylor: Are you getting no re-
turns at all from the Peel Estate?

The MINESTER FOR LANDS: We are
getting no interest except from a few set-
tlers who are paying on stock and equip-
ment. Yet the expenditure stands at over
,C2,000,0 00. In spite of those facts at every
turn we hear talk of inefficiency on the
part of the Government. The Government
have to bear losses for which they were
not responsible and the Treasurer has to
pay out in interest each year money
that should be available to assist
the unemployed and carry out neces-
sary works in the country. It is
quite clear that many of thle settlers
cannot yet meet their liabilities. This is
one reason why the Treasurer fids himself
embarrassed in carrying on the administra-
ion of the country on efficient and business
lines. In justice to the House I think I
should make a reference to group settlement,
a project that comes within the adminis-
tration, of my own department. Last session
Parliament approved of the appointment
of a Ciroup Settlement Valuation Board, in
lieu of the general manager of the Agricul-
tural Rank, to value the group holdings.
The Board was appointed this year. It com-
prises Mr. Grogan, who is chairman, Mr.
William Johnson, of Mfanjimup, and Mr.
McCormnack, of Capel.

Mr. Thomson: A good hoard.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,

and I dto not know where we could have got
a better one. M'sr. Grogan is well known as
the Deputy Managing Trustee of the Agri-
cultural Bank. He is anl officer of whom
this country has the highest regard. He
is efficient, capable, and honourable.

Hon. G. Taylor: One of the best.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Mr.

William Johnson, of Mnlnjimup, knows the
South-West well. He bas taken an active
interest in group settlement from the very
b~eginning. He has always done his best to
make the scheme a success. He is a
fanner himself in the south-west, and has a
considerable knowledge of the heavy timber
country. Mr. Mc~ormackc settled in Capel
when the Busselton groups were first started.
His land is better than some group
settlement locations, but no better than
a lot of the blocks. When he camie
back from the war, not being then a very
young man, he put his shoulder to the
wheel and made good. He has always paid
his way. At one time he was for six months
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in hospital owing to a nervous lbreakdown,
but he was still able to meet his liabilities.
This gentleman was cho~en by the Gov-
ernment because of his knowledge of the
Busselton area. All the members of the
Board are entitled to owr confidence.
They have assessed 327 holdings, against
which an expenditure was chargeable of
£1,113,197. These holdings have now been
assessed b~y the Board at a valuation of
£359,97.5. showing a loss of £733,422. The
locutionis assesd by the Board are at Mau-
jiniup, Busselton and Peel Estate. There are
92 holdings valued at Mlanjimup. The ex-
pendituie, including intereat, was £C281,840,
and the valuation assessed by the Board was
£107,450. At Busselton there were 132 hold-
ing., assessed. The expenditure including
interest was £525,115, and the Board's valu-
ation was £162,775. At the Peel Estate 103
holdings were valued, against which there
was a chargeable expenditure of £306,242.
The Board's assessment was £109,550. There
is a loss oil these assessments, therefore, of
£:733,422. The average exp~enditure charge-
able against each holding is £3,404, while the
average assessment by the Board is £1,161.

Mr. Stuhbs: How much of the £3,000 iA
chargeable to your Giovernmnrt in expendi-
ture upoii a blockI

The MINISTER FOB LANDS: I will
come to that later. It will be seen that the
Valuation Board has made ver drastic iv-
ductions. They have nade a gift to the set-
tiers in some ca'es of £2,000 or £3,000, and
in other case., of more than £4,000. The re-
eoveries uider these valuations work out at
34i per cent. If we exclude interest the loss
is £514,593. The loss per holding is £1,574,
atnd the jwreentagre of reoveries is4.The
inember for Wagin wants to know how thic
State is affected. Statements have been made
in the House and in the Press to the effect
that the interest repaid under the Migration
Agreement would compensate for the loss in-
eurred on the scheme. The re-valuations on
the 3127 locations will be some guide
as to the ultimate loss likely to be
incurred by the State. I have here
a statemlent showing what the losses have
been to the State havin,- regard to the
interest coincessions by the TIperial
and Courirn~xealtl, Government.. Gi'oip
I to 16 are not under the M1igra -tion Agreement, and1( therefore are not
entitled to anyv interest convessions. .%
considerable number of the assessed loca-
tions will lie found included in the 1 to 16

groups. Out of the 327 locations value,
only 195 carry the interest concessions up
to £1,000, but no more. Let me take the
rebate of interest on these 195 f arms. There
is the interest for the first five years of one
per cent. charged against the State, and for
the second five years it is one-third of the
cost. The total rebate of interest to the
State by the Commonwealth and Imperial
Goverinnents ailotnts to U75,382. The los
a! reai v iniotl cin the val ut iona amount
to £733,422. If £75,000 is deducted
from this sum, there wvill be a dead
loss to the State Oi the 327 loca-
tions of £657,80. The House ought to know
what the position is. I am not attempting
to allocate the blame. The number of aban-
doned holdings is 402, and the number of
holdings linked up is 441. Abandoact
holdings have been made available in sec-
tions as determined by the demand The
capital debt has been fixed by the Group
Settlement Board with ministerial apjproval;
an1( th lamnd lhas bieen made available for
selection under the Land Act, the survey
ft-iy being added. The conditions of selec-
tion areo that principal and interest
at seven per cent, are payable over
30 years by half -Yearly instalment,.
A ceetain rate of improvements must
lie maintained. No guarantee is af-
forded that any more assistance will be
given. Residence conditions are re-
quiied, The valuations made by the Board
ovei aga. about £350. The highedt valuation
i3 £008, for an area that is well known to
the member for Sussex. That am) is avail-
qble to him if he wants it, inasmuch as T
think he said he thought very highly of it
and would like to get it. There has beau
an exp)enditure on the holding of £1,912,
and lie may' show his great faith and coni-
fidence in his electorate by purchasing it
for C60S ajul have 30 years in which to
pay for it.

The 'Minister for Mines: You may con-
sider it not sold.

The MIN-ISTER FOR LfltDS: The ave-
rage price of these properties is about £35
payable over .30 years. A small deposit only
is required. For those who want one of
these locations they have a choice of a good
many. We have disposed of some. Quite
a number on the Peel Estate have gone, for
out of 71 locations that were open for sele-
tion 57 have been taken up. At Busselton
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18 were available and nine have been se-
lected.

Mr. Thomson: What was the average
price obtained on the Peel Estate?

The IYCIBSTER FOR LANDS: It -a
about £C350. All1 the price are published
in the Government Gazette. Them bas been
considerable expenditure upon these hold-
ings. On the Peel Estate the expenditure
on 71 holdings -was £C127,504, not including
interest, and we are selling them for £26,320.
At Eusselton the expenditure was £25,859,
again not including interest, aiid we are sell-
ing them for £5,768. There is still a con-
siderable number of blocks available and
these are being sold at reasonable prices
Seeing that the Government have expended
such a large sum of money in improving
these properties we are not prepared to
make any further advances, upon them. On
many of the blocks there are commodious
houses, and a large acreage bas been
cleared. Wells have been suink, and partic-
ularly on the Peel Estate a good oppor-
tunity is afforded to inen in caisual jobs
to make a home for themselves. If I were
a mau engaged in that occupation I should
take the opportunity afforded to buy a house
and improved farm, one that is fenced, that
has a well upon it, baa facilities for dairy-
ing, the growth of produce and the keep-
ing of pigs and poultry. I have no doubt
many of these places will get into such
hand;, and that eventually we wil get some
return from them.

Mr. Stubbs: What is the loss to Western
Australia on the Peel Estate?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
know just at present.

Mr. Stubhs: I have asked a fair ques-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The de-
veto pment of the groups is now proceeding
satisfactorily. The pastures are becoming
established, and the volume of feed is in-
creasing anually. Unhappily considerable
areas of pasture have to be re-seeded. We
have an additional 23,000 acres seeded for
the first time this year, and 9,500 acres
previously seeded require to be se-seeded.
Experience has shown that some of this
country does not come to the production
stage very quickly. It has to be re-ploughed
and re-seeded from time to time. I am glad
to be able to inform the House that the
annual expenditure on group settlements is

diminishing as the groups make progress.
As evidence of the progress oL the groups
to-day, it is interesting to note that there
are 103,634 acres cleared, 84,87S acres have
been sown with pastures, and 2,362
cottages and 1,920 dairy buildings have
been erected. On the groups the cows
and boilers total 14,000; there are about
230 bulls and 3,000 horbes, and 141 groups
have been provided with plant and equip-
ment. That is evidence of what has been
done and indicates that the group settlers
are progressing well.

Ron. G. Taylor: The figures show that
we should soon be getting good returns front
the group settlements.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:, That is
so. I am glad to say that in keeping with
the progress that has been made, the ex
penditure is diminishbing. Whereas to the
30th June, 1927, the total expenditure for
the year in connection with group settle-
ment totalled £1,t260,883, it fell during the
next financial year to £805,901. In the
latter financial year the expenditure per
settler, including all costs, was £474. For
the year ended the 30th June last, the
expenditure fell to £:615,123, or an average
expendituire per settler, including all
chatrget;, of £363. Thus- the expenditure per
settler fell by more than £100 last year and
more than £200 compared with the expen-
diture for the year ended the 30th June,
1927. It wilt be of interest to state that
the resuilt has- been largely due to the
fact that contract rates; are being done
away with, and group settlers are farm-
ing their locations. For instance, the
amount advanced for sustenance and con-
tract work for the year ended the 30th June,
192.8, was £368,232, while for the year ended
30th June last the amount waA £224,356, or
a reduction of £144,000 compared with the
amifount paid during the previous year. Our
seed and manure accounts remain about the
same. The cost for 1927-28 was £61,747
and for 1928-29 £L6141110. 1 am also glad to
say that the amount expended on foremen's
wages and supervision has decreas;ed.
Whereas in 1927-28 £166,158 was spent
in that direction, during 19D28-29 the
amount expended unider the same heading
was £128,S12. On the other hand, the ex-
penditure on plant and stook increased from
C12,678 in 1927-28 to £:62,355 in 1928-29.
Hon. mnembers will realise, therefore, that
while we are spending more money in buy-
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ing stock and plant, we are reducing the
expenditure under the other headings I
have indicated. Then again, wve have re-
duced the number of field supervisers by
one, seni or foremen by tour, and foremen
by 10. 1 hope that, with a large number of
the group settlers going- off the scheme and
being taken over by the Agricultural Bank,
greater savings will be effected in the near
future.

M1r. Latham: Have any of the foremen
taken over farms !

Tile M1INISTER FOR LA1NDS:- Yes, one
or two. Arrangements are now being mnade
to hand over to the Agricultural Bank,
group settlers whose locations have been re-
cently assessed and I hope that this cltange
over will take place soon. There should be
no undue delay where Crown lands are con-
cerned, but settler.si on repurehased estates
cannot be handed over to the bank unless
Parliament approves of legislation that will
be introduced early this session. Notice has
already been g-iven of the intention of the
Government to introduce that legislation.
The Group Valuation Board valued all hola-
ings on the freehold basis, and it is essential
that the Lands Purchase Act shall he
amended in order to allow group settlers on
the Peel, Bateman and other repurchased
estates to have the right to secure the free-
hold of their blocks following upon the
valuations fixed by the hoard. I hope that
Parliament will expedite the passing of that
legislation so that the group settlers may be
able to secure their freeholds as soon as
possibule. The board are now proceeding with
the valuation of locations where the settlersi
will reach the 10-cow stage this slpring and
I amn hopefufl that th~e -ettlern, wvill grra-p
the opportunity now offering to get away
from, the scheme and work out their own
salvation. In perusing the valuations made
by the Valuation Board, I have been iiii-
pressed by the fact that tile valuation-;
arrived at represented largely the aidvances
and sustenance paid to the settlers,
and the vost of their buildlings.. That
means to say flint gi'oiip settlers in
that pos~ition have hadl made to them
a present of loan expenditure that covered
the cost of siiperviion, tree plirex-
plosives, fencinz material and netting, seed,
manure, fodder, general wages charged~l
against the group scheme, insurance, plough-
ing and horse hire. In one instance, I find
that whereas a settler drew for sustenance
and contract work about 91,528, his location

has been vzdued at X1,550. In anot her in-
stance the settler drewv X1,671 and his loca-
tion has been valued at £1,175. I hope lion.
members will realisew that the 'State has given
the grou01p settlers 1I very fair deal indeed.

Hon. Sir J1ames 'Mitchell: In one of the
instances you cited the settler has received
the equivalent of £350 per year.

The MINISTER FOR LANflS: That
particular man was one of the very early
settlers on the groups and that, of course,
is a long time ago now. It is generally real
ised that the work is done now far uorle
cheaply than in the early days of the Giroup
Settlement Scheme. We have vut dow~n thle
cost considerably and we are bringing the
holdings to the cultivation stage at about
one-half the cost incurred at the outset.
I do not think anyone will (lispute that.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Of course, I
have seen some of the blocks and there is
very little clearing done now.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If there
is one thing that sometimes annoys me re-
garding the attitude adopted by the Leader
of the Opposition, it is that he is so dog.
matic. He tells us that what we have to do
is so and so and if we do that, everything
will go on smoothly and everything will de-
velop beautifully. The hon. member must
realise now that we have profited by experi-
ence. The things that the hon. member said
would occur, have not occurred; things that
he said were necessary, we have found not
to be necessary at all. It is because of the
experience we have gained that we are able
to do things9 more cheaply tha~n was possible!
at the outset.

Hon. Sir James Mtchell:. You are spend-
ing money just the same.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: Hon.
members canl just imagine what we would
be spending if we continued along the lines
adopted by' the Leader of the Opposition!

Hon. Sir Jame-, Mitchell: You would not
be spending half of it.

The MIUNIS T1R FOR LANTDS: When
will the lion. inember give up this ridiculous
pose of his that he can do things so easily?
The lion. memtber does not know.

Hon. Sir James MKitchell: And the Mfin-
Wser does.

The IMNISTER FOR LANDS: I know
better than the hon. member now, and I
think I? always knew better than he. In
the early days of the Group Settlement
Scheme, I pointed out to the House that
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a great error had been made with regard
to placing settlers on poor country. I
pointed out what would happen. I always
knew what the position would be, and bad
no doubt about it at all The hon. member
should realise that not all the people are
fools. They know that it is not possible
to reach prosperity by the mere waving of
a hand. They know it cannot be done by
simply placing men on land and spending
a lot of money. Of course, I know that
while money is being spent, the proposition
is always regarded as a splendid one. I
have always been surprised at the attitude
adopted by some people in this State.
While money is being spent, no matter how
poor a proposition may be, they always
regard everything as, all right. The moment
anything goes wrong, and there are some
obstacles, people are inclined, to use a
vulgarism, to drop their bundle. They
are apt to say, "The whole thing is no
good; the scheme is doomed." My imipres-
sion is that under the -reconstruction scheme
the settlers have a splendid opportunity. I
do not say that the State will he reouped
the losses3, but I do consider that with the
largier areas that the settlers have, they will
have a better opportunity to make good in
the future. The Leader of the Opposition
clainied that they should have smaller areas.
From that standpoint we have en example
in the Soldier Settlement Scheme, where
the men possessed small holdings. The
other Sunday I was at the Peel Estate and
some of the soldier settlers said, "When
are you going to fix us up?1" I asked them
what they meant, and they replied, "Give
as larger areas like the group settlers have
been given. We are on small pettifoggig
pocket-handkerchief blocks of swamp land.
Give us enough land to enable its to carry
our stock." That is what we have done for
the group settilem; we have given them
larger areas. The Leader of the Opposition
says that smaller areas will be better. They
were given small areas in the commence-
ment, but after some years of experience
the settlers needed larger areas for sue-t'ss_
Had the group settlers not been given big-
ger areas, they would not he in a position
to be taken over by the Agricultural Bank
to-day. They would not have been able to
carry dtock in numbers sufficient to enable
them to make a living. On the other hand,
antler the reconstructed scheme, we can al-

low the Agricultural Biink to take those set-
tiers over with confidence. The group set-
tlers who will be taken ovtg 6 the Bank
will start under reasonably happy auspices.
The3' have a large ac-reage cleared.
Some settlers have mute than 10
acres cleared. Their holdings have
been stocked to an extent and equipped.
They have the necessary dairy buildings and
their homesi have been erected. They have
a !,plendid home market for their products
and the price of butter f ats to-day is far
reater than ever before in the history of
Australia. Before the war, the price of but-
ter was Is. 1d. per lb,, whereas to-day it is
approximately 2s. I understand thiat
to-day the butter factories are pay-
ing Is. 84. per lb. for butter fat
Tile State still imp ort. large quau-
tities, of butter, bacon, cheese, dried milk
and condensed milk and, taking it all round,
I feel that the opportunities before the
grup settlers are splendid. As butter pro-
duction increases and the settlers get larger
herds, the prospects of their making good
are bright indeed. I am glad to say that
the activities of the Lands Department are
still in the direction of making as much lend
as possible available for settlement. We
have made great progress in this State from
that standpoint. Production is increasing
and in every respeut we should be ipleamed
that in thiN, Our Cententary year, tlie pro-
gress all round has been so marked. We
Shldd have a record wheat crop, whiich
-,hould tend towards tightening the hecavy
burden that the State carries. Tbo~e bur-
dtens are siueb that the Treasurer i, entitled
to the sympathetic r-on-ideration of the
flonhe and of the people generally. I
think the future of this State will be a
happy one anti that Wu',tIV n Au.,tjalia andi
its citizens will go forward vontidentir and
p rosper.

MR.- STUBBS (Wagin) T5.441 : It has
'heen suggested that the deba9te that has
proceeded in this Chamiber during the last
few weeks has savotired much of the forth-
coming elections. At tile ris;k of being, re-
garded as one of tim-u- who dlesire to dress
the window and to tickle the ears of my
electors, I shall attempt to deal with some
phases of politics as they appeal to me.
fn the course of niv runriok, I will endlevv-
our to evidence fairness in my ariticism
of politics as I have seen it prnctised dur-



340 [ASSEMBLY.]

ing the past 2l1, years. One sometimes
puts on his considering cap when he reads
in the Press that the previous Government
were responsible for the expenditure of
only a million and a quarter sterling oq
group settlements, andi that since then the
figures have grown to several millions. I
wish to place myself in this position before
the Chamber, that 1 do not hold myself re-
sponsible for the wasteful extravagance
that has taken. .place in the South-West
during the past few years. True, it can
be charged to me that .1 sat behind the
Government of the day who were respon-
sible for starting large schemes. Some of
those schemes, however, were justified and
untimately will prove successful, but no
member can altogether face his electors
and declare himself to he free from blame
when it can be shown that millions have
been spent on ventures in the State, some
of which did not receive the sanction of
Parliament. Enormous sums of money
have been spent by different Governments
without authorisation from this Chamber.
That principle is wrong, and it is about
time steps were taken to discontinue the
practice. The Minister for Lands, in a
very fair and manly speech, told us some-
thing about the enormous losses that have
been incurred during the past few years. I
desire to ask him whether he can inform
the House how much money has been lost
on the Peel Estate. The reason that
prompts me to ask that question is that
when operations at the Peel Estate were
A~arted, I was one of those who asked some
questions concerning it, and I was in-
formed that the sale of firewood on the
estate would pay for the cost of the scheme.
Now, when we know what the true posi-
tion is, I desire to dissociate myself from
the squandering of money there, though as
a member of this House, I suppose I shall
have to bear my share of the blame. We
are told that the statement about the sale
of firewood on the estate paying for the
purchase of it, was made without justifica-
tion. Who was responsible for itl The
public will require to know, sooner or later,
either from the present Government or the
previous Government. An enormous amount
of motley has been spent, and we have no-
thing to show for it. If a private individual
were to attempt to do business on such lines,
he would find himself in the insolvency court
it no time. Because it is a State matter,

all the flower, in the garden appear to be
lovely, and it seems that very few members
of this House care much about the losses.
It is no use flogging- a dead horse, but un-
les. lion. meihcs put their heads together
zuol determine to profit by the mistakes of
theC pas~t, we shall not be true to ourselves
or to the people we represent. We must
see to, it that mistakes such as those that
have been made in the last few years arc
jiot repeated. It is certainly due to the
country to know who is to blame for the
howling failures of recent years. Am I right
or wrong in saying that someone must be
responsible for these huge mistakes' I sup-
pose I shall have to take my share of the,
blame, but I have no hesitation in saying
that I am not responsible for the expendi-
ture of a shilling of the large sums of money
that have recently been lost to the State.
When group settlement was first started, I
said to the then Premier from my seat in
the House that he should not have all his
eggs in the one basket. I said to him, "You
can have group settlements in the mixed
farming and the wheat areas that will bring
you an immediate return, and in that way
assist to pay for the development of the
South-West." If my memory serves me cor-
rectly I was told that the wheat belt was
dloingr well, and could look after itself. For
the sake of the State I wish that one half
of the money that has been spent in the
South-West had been devoted to the open-
ing up of large tracts of land to the east
of the Great Southern Railway. I do not
support many of the planks of the present
Government's platform, but I cannot but
pay a tribute to them for what they have
done. I desire to be fair in my criticism
regarding what has taken place during the
last few years. I do not think the present
Government had anything to do with the
establishment of group settlements. When
they assumed office they had either one of
two things to do, continue the policy of the
previous Government or close down the
groups. Seeing that an enormous sum of
money had even up to then been spent, the
Government preferred to carry on the
groups in the hope that in the end the set-
tlements would yield some return to the
State. My opinion is that in probably 20
or 30 years' time the State will receive back
a large amount of the money that bas been
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expended in the South-West. In a few
months' time we shall aUl be facing the else-
tors of the State and again it will be a ease
of the ins and the outs. The Government
of the day will naturally endeavour to hol-
ster up their position and declare that all
the flowers in the garden are blooming. The
other two parties3, the Nationalists and the
Country Party, will endeavour to blow to
smithereens the arguments of the Premnier
and his colleagues. Party polities in Aus-
tralia have reached the stage where the eec-
toe has to decide the issue, and I ask whether
the time is not ripe to 1-noel on the head
this game of the ins and the outs. There
are many capable, conscientious and ho.nour-
able men on both sides of this House who
could carry on the affairs of the country for
years and make the State one of the most
successful-if not the most successful--of
the Commonwealth. The difference between
the two sides of the House is perhaps one
or two votes, and certanly not more than
three votes have been the majority of the
Government. As a unit in this Chamber.
I do not sit here night after night without
giving some thought to the question where
we aire all heading, and I wish to emphasize
the fact that unless we all profit by the mis-
takes that have been made during the 1a4
seven or eight years, we shall find ourselves3
in serious ditliculties. We are a mere hani-
ful Ut people, just over 400,000, but we col-
lect the enormous revenue of between
£i.00il,O0t) and £10,000,000, and with that
amount of money, if we cannot square the
ledger, then there is something wrong. Do
we get value for the rnone that is spent
in the State? That i3 another question that
we must ask ourselves. Fifty or sixty years
ago in Warnambool, where I camne from,
there were many large families. I was one at
a family of 14, and at that time land in the
Warnainbool district was available at about
£3 or £4 an acre. There were large fami-
lies reared on potatoes and milk, and other
products from the soil, and all the families
lived happily and grew up to be good men
and good women. Can anybody tell me
that in thosE days the people were any worse
off than are the people of to-day I It seems
to me that many people to-day in Western
Australian look to the Government for
everything. Requests are made to the Gov-
erment to build schools, railways, roads,

imspitalb and other necessities to make life
worth living out back. But the Governmet
vazrnot he expected- to cr-mply- with every-
thing that is asked for, unless'. money L-
raised by taxation and the expenditure is
:withorisied by Parliament. I yield to no oe
in my desire to see Western Australia take
her place beside the other States of the Coin.
mouwesith. But there is a difference be.
tween Western Australia and some of
the more populated States like Vic-
toria and New South Wales in that
we have about one-third of the territory of
the Commonwealth with a population of
a little over 400,000. To develop
ibis huge tract of country nbivt wve have
inherited, we have borrowed enormous
ouns of money, in the expertation that the
number of our people will double itself
soonier or later. If it does not, then Heaven
help the Treasurer in adverse seasons when-
he has demands for financial assistance
From all parts of the State and, in addi-
tion, has to pay interest and sinking fund
on loans. We must honour our obligations:
and it behaves the Olovernment of the day,
whoever they may be, to see that value is
obtained for every pound spent by them,
That end cannot be achieved by working
40 hourTs a week. After all said and done,
PQ per cent. of the wealth of the eountr)?
ir, the result of production from the soil.
The party with which I am associated re-
present a large sec-tion of the outback peo-
ple, the farmers. I do not desire to detract
to the extent of even one atom from the
achievements of the brave men who went
on our gold fields in the early days, and
worked hard and long in order to advance
the State and gain a living for themselves.-
From their efforts Western Australia got
its first real start. Unfortunately, however,
an ounce of gold taken out of the ground
is never replaced. Rain is Heaven's boun-
teous gift enabling sheep and -wool and
grain to grow, and assisting the dairying
and other primary industries to which we
must look for wealth in the near future.
I trust that mineral districts outside the
Golden Mile will prove payable, and that4
hand in hand with agriculture, mining will
continue to play an important part in the
history of Western Australia. If any mem.-
ber has a right to complain about the al-
teration of boundaries under the Redistri-
bution of Seats Act, it is the member for
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Wagin. A glance at the map shows that
the- territory now allotted to Wagin i6
nearly three times as much as it was uinder
tO old Act.

lien. G. Taylor: Some of us have no
territory at all left, but are totally abolished,
and rnot a word of complaint out of ns!

Mr. STUBIBS: I am sorry for that, hut
it was unavoidable, because for the last
10 or 12 yeatrs redistribuition has been due.

lion. GJ. Taylor: Not that type ofi re-
distribution.

Mr. BTUBRS: The member for Mt.
Margaret must have known that it was
only a matter of time when redistribution
was bound to occur. Owing to want of
capital to develop some of the deeper lodes
in the Mt. Margaret district, its population
has decreased. Reverting to Wagin, I ven-
ture to say that it will reqlaire a man with
a good deal of energy to cover that elector-
ate daring the few months between the
ikisolutiou of Parliament and the general
election. However, I dare say other mem-
bers feel that they can make the carte com-
plaint. I amn not endeavouaring to, make a,
political speech in view of the next else-
110111 and I would not have referred to
this subject but for the fact that the Min-
ister for Lands, half an hour ago, was ex-
plaining to the House a development
scheme which the Government have
brought into operation, and on which I
congratulate them heartily. I believe that
scheme wilt speedily prove one of' the
brightest gems in 'Western Autstralia 's ad-_
vancement. The Minister said it was not
yet known with certainty how man 'y far-
ien rovld come under the development
sehwme. Several hundred-; of block,. of
land have been alienated from the Crown
in the newr portion of my electorate dnrimr,
the last 12 or 18 months 1 refer to tire
aree% about Lake King, Lake Camm, and
Luoke Calverley. M~any of' those settler,
ate diannt as mulch as 14 and 16 rnilefz
fromn railway commuyinication. The major-
it'v oif themn have -'one out to those districts
with their fnniilieq to Carve out homeq. 1t n.
le-, railway focilitipei are aranted to them
Within a reAsorrahle thrie, they will have
f'eeasion to declare, "'We were sent out
he're under faF-e pretenreg." A great in-
J;'-;4ire Will fe dlone to thoe -ettler-, and
a _-rent sPthnek will he admini.tered to tho
hitherto wonderful development of We'4-
, -tj k 'm.trnlji., if TlailwayV commnicaietion i.-

not supplied. Whatever tioverntuent may
1we in power after the general election
oiid, J hope end trust, bear in mind tin,
.itaiation of the men in question,,
soUme 01 w"w have come thousands of miles,
fromn the Old Country, in response to tbis
State's madvertisiements of facilities for set-
tling on the land here. Any member who
has, inclination and time to pay a visit to
that district will return from it perfectly
convinced that previously lie had no ade-
quate idea of the area of land suitable for
settkumieiit in thie wheat belt, I wish to
stress that no public man and no business
wn ever prospered without making mis-
takes iu time process of prospering. There-
fore anything I have s-aid to-night is ao
aetuatL-d by a desire to criticise unduly th3
alien who have guided] Western Australia's;
(lestilies during the last decade. A West-
ern Australian Cabinet comprises only six
or zeven members, and the rank and Mfe of
inmlii' sitting behind the Government
have to hear the brunt of mistakes made by
Ministers. lDo tz'overrnrerits take their sup
porter, adequately into their confidenice! It
,emsw to Ine that big sebeies have bepo
lamniebledlfin righ I linie4, but ul1timately have
not eari-ird intco etleet what the (Joverninent
baAl in their mninds. Millions have been
,.rqrardsued ini Wtstern Australia during the
last 10 or 15 years, to iry knowledge., InL
taut, that is evident from published reports,
and front Atatemrrents mnade by Mlinisteri of
the Crowip and by miembers of Parliament.
I have to stand ilyv share of tire blame for
mnany o (f time mistakes that have been made.
-Now r wish to uitter a kindly word which I
holse will he accepted in the proper spirit.
It is the hope that every member of the
ChIamber, including the members of the pra-
'IVI t MIinistry, will profit by the mistakes to
Wvlit-h I have alluded. Whichever Govern-
rlwrrt ruay be in power next session, I at all
even~ts ant going to be here.

Mrrrrhbers: Hfear, hear!
Mr. STU'BBS: T nm goirw to make it

very warm for the party in power if thepy
say a scheme will cost a million and it actu-
ally ro,;s threv mrillions. Tininng my termn
is memba, for AWnmgn I kave known sonin

very flue men indeed an both '-ides; of thnt
Cirnmber, men whomi it Thaq lw'Pt n pieac~irc
arid an hnour to know. Niety-nine out of
every huindred members, are honourable, up.
rinht andl true. Tt stands, to their cretE'-
that io countrv in the world has Parlia.
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mentarians of greater integrity. Never has
a charge of corrupt practices been sustained
against any Western Australian Minister of
the Crown or memher of Parliament. I
hope every member of the Chamber, whether
ina agreement with my criticismus or not, will
acknowledge that I have uttered nothig
which I did not believe to be true, and which
I did not believe it to be my duty to say
I know that in this Parliament there are
nien imbued with the same desire as ani-
mates me to advance the State and see it
prosper. So long as men with that ideal
sit in this Chamber, the future of the State
will be assured.

Question put and passed; the Address-
in-reply adopted.

Sitting sifspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

BILL.-TRANSFER oF LAND ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
3. C. Willcock-O-eraldton) [7.30] in mov-
kng the second reading saud: Very little
explanation is neecded in respect of this Bill,
because it is fully dealt wvith in the mnemor-
niiduml which appears on the print of the
Bill. The Bill has been found necessary in
order that land sold under a writ or wvar-
rant of execution should receive a proper
title. on a sale by the sheriff or the bailiff
of a local court of land belonging to a
judgmient debtor pursuant to a writ or war-
rant of execution, the Registrar of Titlea
will he required to enter in the register ,.
transfer of the land by the sheriff or bailiff
to the purchaser, and such transfer shall
have the same effeet as if made by the judg-
ment debtor as the registered proprietor ol?
the land. As members know, application
for a transfer in the ordinary way must be
accompanied by the certificate of title.
'When land is sold for a debt it is obviou-i
that the man who has the title is not able
to produce it, and so when the bailiff comes
-to give the tidle of the land the certificate!
is not there. The Bill empowers the Regis-
trar to issue a title just as if the land had
been sold by a road board or municipality
wvithout a title, the owner of the land having
gone off somewhere, with the result that the

original title cannot be produced. Under
the Municipalities Act the Registrar may
give a title to land sold in that way. The
Bill doesi the same thing in respect of land
sold under a judgment summons if the
original title cannot be produced.

M r. Sampson: But at present there must
he somne mneans whereby that difficulty 1jt
overcome.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE:- The
land is transferred i the registrar's book
and the purchaser is really the owner of the
land, but when he comes to dispose of it he
has not the title, but only an entry in the
registrar's book. Of course if the land L9
sold by order of a local authority the rgs
trar can issue a title, but not in respect of
land sold under a judgment summons. All
that the Bill does is to bring the proceduri
in the latter ease into line with the pro-
cedure under the Municipalities Act. I
move:I

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Sampson, debate ad-
journed.

BILILS (15)-FIRST READING.

1, Mental deficiency.
2, Mines Regulation Act Amendment.
3, Road Closure.
4, Agricultural Lands Purchase Act

Amendment.
5, Reserves.
6, Stamp Act Amendment.
7, Workers' Homes.
8, M-ain Roads Act Amendment.
9, Industries Assistance Act Continuance.
10, Land Agents.
11, rInspection of Scaffolding Act Amend-

ment.
12, Regulation of Buildings.
13, Divorce Act Amendment.
14, Water Boards Act Amendment.
15, Road Districts Act Amendment.
16, Criminal Code Amendment (intro-

duced by Mr.% Mann.)
17, Vermin Act Amendment (introduced

by 'Mr. Sampson.)
IS. High School Act Amendment (intro-

duced by Mr. Davy.)
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MOTION-OOMMISSIONER OF
RAILWAYS.

THE MINSTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. C. Willcock-Geraldton) [7.49]:
I move-

That the appointment by His Excellency the
Governor of Ernest Alfred Evans as Commris-
sioner of Railwvays at a salary of £2,000 a
year in the terms of Excutive iCouincil. minute
laid on the Table of the Legislative Assembly
on the 6th day of August, 1929, be approved.

I have pleasure in moving this motion. I
think most members will be in accord with
it. We had some little discussion in the
House some time back regarding the pos-
sible successor of Colonel Pope, and a num-
ber of members indicated that if it were
possible to get a man within the service able
to fill the position with credit to himself
and satisfaction to the people, they would
be glad to see him appointed. It has been
found possible to secure such a man in the
person of Mr. Evans who has had 32 years'
experience of our railway service. He ha.
occupied high administrative positions and,
during the time he has been in charge of the
big departmnents of Locomotive Running and
Chief Mechanical Engineer, he has given
every satisfaction and has done much good
wvork for the people of the State. He has

shownt organising ability and capacity to ad-
minister a large department. He has shown
tact in dealing wvith the employees, as well
as firmness, and he ii acknowledged to be
fair, just and equitable.

Honm. Sir James Mitchell: He needs to
he fit-n with the Minister.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: He
is lirm with the Minister, too. He is a man
with opinions of his own and if he thinks
he is right-aud he generally is-he has no
lhesitation in stressing his opinions whether
he considers they are in agreement with the
'Minister's desires or not. He has the neee3-
satt' firmess of character to stand up for
his opinions in all circumstances. Not that
the present Commissioner and I have had
much cause to disagree on anything he has
forwarded for recommendation. I have
found myself in accord with him on many
things, in which I am personally greatly in-
terested. Mr. Evans also has opinions re-
garding the capital expenditure which, after
all, constitutes one of the principal things
with which the Minister has to deal in rail-
way administration. One of the chief
thin~s a Minister has to do is to allocate in

the best possible manner the loan money
made available by the Treasurer and that is
where a conflict of opinion mway occur be-
tween the Minister and the Commissioner.
Without unduly ztressinig the qualifications
of Mr. Evans-mowst. members have come
into contact with him-I should like to say
that fromt my constant association with him
I know hib capabilities and capacity. Owing
to the unfortunate illness of the ex-Commis-
sion, Colonel Pope, Mr. Evans during the
last three or four years has acted as Corn-
misbioner for a considerable period, and
while it is not very satisfactory for a man
to hold an importaint position in an acting
capacity, yet Mr. Evans has done well and
has given every satisfaction to the Govern-
ment and I think also to the people. Now
that he has been appointed to the position
for five years, he will have more scope for his
organising ability. He has already inaugu-
rated reforms which will have a beneficial
effect on the revenue of the railway system.
Mr. Evans would no doubt desire, as Colonel
Pope did, to be able to spend a considerable
amount of capital to increase the efficiency
of the railways and effect considerable
economies in their administration. The
Railway D~epartment, like many other public
utilities, has to shave in the loan money avail-
able, and during the last four or five years
a considerable portion of the loan money
spent within the Railway Department-I
am not now referring to new lines-has
been spent on additions to rolling stock and
on providing necessary' facilities for people
in the outtback districts so that they may
the more economically handle their pro-
ducts.

lion. Sir James Mitchell: You do not
wvant to provoke a discussion on all the
railways.

The MIXiSTER FORl RAILWAYS: No,
lbut I do not like to treat the motion as
merely f'.rinul. The Act provides that the
appointmuent of the Commissioner must re-
'cive the approved of Parliament. I do not
think there will be any objection to the ap-
lpoilltalelt. of Mr. Evans because we all
know him so well, but in introducing the
motion. I ft-il that I should give the Howu-e
an opportunity to discuss the matter, if it so
desires. The G4overnment have given very
serious consideration to the appointment and
after considering all the applications re-
ceived from all over Australia-

lHon. G. Taylor: A good many, too, I lie-
lieve:
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Ye%-, I believe there were about 70 applica-
lions from different parts of Australia.
There were about 20 applicants, any one of
-wbom would have been able to fill the posi-
tion to an extent, but of all the applicants
1 think undoubtedly the man who could best
fill the position is the one selected by the
Government.

RON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
thaw) [7,571:- 1 do not propose to ask for
an adjournment of the motion. I do not
think we should discuss all the ramifications
of the railways on a motion for the appoint-
mient to the ("ommissionership of a man who
haes been so long in the service. From this
side of the House and from the other side,
I believe, members expressed the hope that
someone within the State or within the ser-
vice would be appointed to the position. I
think I have said before, but I shall say it
again, that the inaking of appointments.
particularly senior appointments, is the
most sacred duty the Government undertake.
So much depends upon a wise selection of
men to fill important positions. Their duty
lasts very often long after the Glovernments
leave office. Officials may hold their positions
for a long time and have an upportunit3 to
do much good or much harm. I am very
glad that someone from within the service
and certainly from within the State has been
selected for this position. We have been
very fortunate in the men who have been
appointed to control our railways, and with
probably one exception, they have always
been selected from people in the State.
To-day, unfortunately, our old friend, the
es-MNinister for Works (Hon. WV. J.
George) is very ill. He was Com-
missioner of Railways for five years.
Mr. Short, who was connected with
the service for many years and was also
Conmmissioner, i in fairly good health,' but
Colonel Pope, the es-Commissioner is broken
in health, due I suppose, to the stren-
uous work that he as Commissioner
had to undertake. Each of thosie
gentlemen did excellent sen-&ice in
turn as Commissioner of Railways.
On the whole we have been very fortunate
in being able to select from the service a
man we know, and one who will not dis-
turb the service. It is easy to do incalcul-
able harm by placing the wrong man mn
charge of a service that covers 8,000 men

or more, and clothing him -with statutory
authority. We need not discuss the ques-
tion of railways generally on this motion.
The point is, have we appointed a suitable
man, is he the best we can get, and are we
satisfied that the motion should be carried?
The 'Minister for Railways said something
about the expenditure of loan money.

The M1inister for Railways: I said that
mnust come before the Minister for approval.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I was
Minister for R-ailways for 11I month;, and
I know something about that aspect of the
business. I agree that all expenditure of
loan moneys must be carefully watched. Our
system may not be quit,; in the condition
we would like it to be, but we must avoid
more expenditure than is necessary in ef-
fecting improvements to it. We must spend
our money wisely, because it is difficult to
get. It should be used only on reproductive
works. I do not mean that the safety of
the railways should be imperilled in any
way, but we should not spend this year, at
any rate, more on improving existing rail-
ways than is necessary to safeguard the wel-
fare of users of the railway.

The Minister for Railways: That is quite
right.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I know
it will be difiult to get money from the
Treasurer, If he listened to all the experts
he could easily spend a great deal of money
i n proving the grades so that bigger loads
could be carried. In its present position
however, the State should not spend lavish-
ly in effecting improvements to the railway
system. We shall have another opportunity
later of discussing railway matters more
fully, especially of knocking over the argu-
ment put up by the Minister the other night.
We shall have to 'discuss railway results for
the year. Mr. Evans is only now entering
upon his duties as commissioner. We shell
expect satisfactory service of him, and I am
sure we shall get it. It was a good thing
to improve the status of some of the other
senior officers of the service. We are en-
deavouring to run this great business with
very few well-paid men. Next to the
Commissioner, I think the salary has been
no higher than £1,200 a year. We have
£24,000,000) invested in this concern, which
is doing a wonderful service to the country.

84-5
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We cannot afford to be too parsimonious at
the top. I amn glad to see that one or two
advancements have been made in connec-
dion with the real management of the sys-
tem.

The 'Minister. for Railways: The Commis-
stoner should not do detail work.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The man
who looks on sees most of the game. This
means that the man at the head of affairs
should see that other people do the work,
and that he himself has time to oversee the
main features. That should be the job of
the Commissioner. The revenue of the rail-
ways now approaches £4,000,000 and the
expenditure £3,000,000. It is easy to lose a
considerable sum if through want of man-
agement even one penny in the pound is
missing. It is worth while to pay well a
few men at the head of the service, indeed
to pay well all who are employed in it. I
think the service is a satisfed one. It is
certainly working well. I see the officers in
most parts of the State. Everywhere I find
they are doing all they can to carry out their
duties satisfactorily from the departmental
as well as the public point of view.

Mr, Kenneally: That is an argument in
favour of superannuation.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I should
like to pension off the hon. member. The
interest that railway officials display in their
work is due to the methods adopted by pre-
vious eommissioners, particularly by Colonel
Pope. I hope those methods will be con-
tinued, and that the officers will be encour-
aged to go on showing interest in their work.
Our system extends from Perth to Meeka-
tharra, and to the South Australian border,
and we have branch railways at Port Hed-
land and at Hopetoun. It is necessary that
all concerned in the work should interest
themselves in its satisfactory management.
We are very fortunate in our Public Ser-
vice, our railway service and in our police
force. All these officers seem to be keenly
interested in the welfare of the country.
Perhaps that is more necessary in a small
country than it is in one that is mome dense-
ly populated. I am glad that Mr. Evans
has been appointed to this important posi .-
tion. It will serve as an encouragement to
others in the service. They will know that
when it is possible to appoint a man from
within the service to some higher post he
will be chosen for it. By following this

system we avoid any drastic changes and
the new broom business. An appointee from
outside the State might upset the whole ser-
vice for the time being, and cause the ex-
penditure of a considerable sum of money.
It is customary to look upon a man who has
been brought from afar to fill an important
position as a wonderful person.

The Minister for Railways: It would take
him a couple of years to learn the job.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
so, and in the process the other officers of
the service would be discouraged.

The Minister for Railways: Yes.

Hon. iSir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
not right. Every promotion from within
the service means a benefit to others. I
approve of the changes which have been
made. I am sure the whole House will sup-
port the motion. I hope the Commissioner

ll have a successful time and will enjoy
better health than one or two of his prede-
cessors have done, owing to the strain to
which they have been subjected. It is a
heavy tax upon a man to run a system
comprising 4,000 miles of railway in a coun-
try such as this.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[8-10: It gives me great pleasure to
support the motion. I1hav~e come into
close contact with Mr. Evans, especially
when he was Chief Mechanical Engineer
in charge of the Midland Junction work-
shops. I have also had to discuss matters
with him as Acting Commissioner. I have
always found him a very capable and reas
onable man. His mind has always been
trimmed upon that which was best for the
system under his control. I think his State
service extends over 30 years. I am pleased
that the Government have made this choice.
They have had very little difficulty in do-
ing so. Not only had they Mr. Evans'
written papers before them, but they had
his service and concrete evidence before
them that he was capable of doing the
work, in other words, that he could deliver
the goods. T am sure he will be a credit
to himself, as well as to the State, in his
position as Commissioner of Railways.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [8.12]: 1, too,
support the motion. When the Railway
Estimates were before the House last year,
I voiced sentiments that have been re-
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echoed to-night in respect to the appoint-
ment of a moan trained within the service.

Mr. Panton: No doubt that is what in-
fluenced the Government.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister for Rail-
ways has taken a wise step in making this
appointment. I believe everyone who
travels in the State will applaud his action.
Mr. Evans is well known. He is a man of
sound judgment, is hield iti high respect,
and is both enthusiastic and industrious'.
This position makes a heavy call upon the
strength of anyone who holds it. I believe
that in 'Mr. Evans we have a man who is
temperamentally qualified to stand up to
the heavy demands the work must place
upon him. Trained locally, he understands
local needs. His appointment approves the
principle that when a suitable local man
is available he should be selected for the
post. I range myself with those who
have applanded the action of the Minister.

MR. SLUEMAN (Fremantle) [8.13]: It
,would be interesting to know Mr. Evans'
age. It appears to we we are not consistent.
in Government departments. We are con-
linually retiring Government servants
when they reach a certain age. I am not
opposing Mir. Evans' appointment. So far
as I know he is a capable officer. When,
however, wve are retiring people because
they reach a certain age-I feel sure Mr.
Evans himself must be close to that age
Dow-it seems we are anything but consis-
tent. I do not know whether it is a fact
but railway men say that Mr. Evans, when
Chief Mechanical Engineer, and when cal-
ling for applicants for promotion in the
-workshops, stipulated that the man must
not be over 45 years of age.

The Minister for Railways: It is the
Education Department about which -you
are talking.

Mr. SLEEMAN: This was given to me
on good authority. It seems to me pecu-
liar that Mr. Evans should make this pro-
rise when arranging for the proimotion of
mnembers of his own staff, and should now
at his age be occupying the post of cbief
officer of the State railway service. I
should like to know his age.

MR. KENFEALLY (East Perth) [8.151:
The question under discussion involves the
appointment of a man who controls a large
revenue. It can be taken for granted that

the progress of the State itself can be
gauged to a large extent by the dimensions
of the railway revenue. I hope that the
motion before us wild be the last of its
kind Parliament will be asked to consider.
The time has come in the deveiopment of
Western Australia when it should not be left
to any one man to control the whole of our
railway system. Just as it has been found
necessary in other countries and in other
States of Australia to divide the control of
their railways in order to secure efficient
control, so the time has arrived when the
Western Australian railways should be in
charge of more than one officer.

3Mr. Sampson: South Austrilia was not
very successful in the appointment of a
multiplicity of leaders.

Mr. KENYEALLY: The hon. member
is not very conversant with the position
in South Australia, where they have what
is known vs rehabilitation scheme, which
was based on anl expenditure of £4,000,000,
hut on which U11,000,000 has already been
spent. This is a phase of the question with
which the bon. member is unfamiliar. In
South Australia there is a single Commis-
sionership, not a triple Commissionership 1
The State there is suffering fromn what they
call "Webitis"; the Commissioner was an
importation from outside the burders of the
State..

Mr. Sampson: They should hatve stuck
to their local man.

The Minister for Mines: They should
have stuck to their three Commissioners.

Air. Sampson: That system was not sat-
isfactory.

Mr. KENNEALLY: I think an altera-
tion should take place in connection with
our railway system, and I hope the House
will be called upon very soon to consider
the appointment of more than one Corn-
missioner. When that is done, the ques-
tion of giving the employees who, the
Leader of the Opposition Rays, are per-
forming their work so well, direct repre-
sentation under the system of control by
Commissioners. By that means there could
be. increased co-operation between the staff
and those in control of it. That system
has been tried successfully elsewhere. It
was tried in Great Britain during the war
period with satisfactory -results. I think
we should make use of the experiences
gained by such experiments and adapt our
system accordingly. .1 support the motion.
I believe we have a good official in the
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po.,it ion and while we continue our present
system, under which a single Commissioner
is in charge of our railways, I confidently
anticipate that we shiall receive good service
from the man who has been appointed.
Despite that, I hope it is the last time we
shall he asked to consider such a motion.

MR, WITHERS (Bunhurv) [8.181: 1 do
not wish to oppose the motion. I aigree with
what the member for East Perth (Mr. Ken-
neally) has said regarding the appointment
of three Commissioners, but the point that
appeals to me as important is that which
was referred to by the member for F're-
mantle (Mr. Sleeman) regarding the retir-
ing age. I confess that if I had to choose
a man of ability to carry on under the ex-
isting system, I would have chosen Mr.
Evans for the position. At the same time
we must take cognisance of the fact that
he is near the retiring age. After serving
the State for five years in his new position
he will naturally retire. In the circumn-
stances I1 think the appointment of a
younger man would have been of more ad-
vantage to the State. With such an officer
appointed, his first five years would be in
the nature of a probationary period. His
job would be before him and if he did not
improve conditions during his first five
) ears, his position would he in jeopardy.
In such circumstances the incentive to
wnake good would ever be before him. In
the present instance the incentive is not
apparent. I think that phase should be
considered in connection with future ap-
pointments.

MR. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [8.203:
For some time I have considered we should
have an increased number of Commissioners
in charge of our railways. There was a
move iii that direction in this House some
years ago. I do not know why it was drop-
p~ed. We have over £22,000,000 of the
State's money invested in our railways and
it appears to me that a concern in which eo
much is involved is too big for one Commis-
sioner to look after, even although he be a
superman. I dare say there are many un-
provements that could he effected in con-

ct ion with the economical running of our
railways, but it is impossible for one man
sitting in his office in Perth to give atten-
tion to that phase of railway administra-
tion or to know where economies and irs-

provements5 can be effected. I had hoped
th~at the Government would have introduced
amending legislation a long time ago, so as
to provide for the appointment of three
Commnissioners. I am aware that Mr. Evans
has grown up in the service and has gained
a thorough knowledge of the ramifications
and working of the railways. That is of
gicat advantage to him and to the officers
associated with him. At the same time
there is so much involved that I think we
should have at least three Commissioners.

Hion. Sir James Mitchell: And then they
could have their caucus I

Mr. Davy: 'Who would be the boss?
Mr. LAM1%BERT: Under such a system we

would have~ men with mixed capacity and
qualification,

Hon. G. Taylor: Anad we would get mixed
rcsults, too.

Mr. LAMBERT: That is quite wrong.
Hon. members must be fully seized with the
importance of the railway system in cont-
nection with the progress of the State. The
future of Western Australia can be spelt
in two -words-transport and power. Those
i.bases are undoubtedly linked up with the
department controlled by the Commissioner
of Railways and should receive the serius
consideration of Parliament. One grave de-
fect in the present Railways Act is to be
found in the fact that the Commisioner not
only enontrols the railways hut our electricil~v
supply and our tramway service. I think
that is wrong in principle. The tramnways of
I he metropolitan area, should be run in
friendly rivalry with our railways. Natur-
ally, heads, of the different departments look
for results, and the results that we should
louk to from these two activities should be
those that are for the general benefit of the
public using the utilities. The time is past
when we should allow the Commissioner of
Railways, who is not an electrical author-
ity, to control the power station at East
Perth.

Mr. Davy: I presume that in practice
lie does not hare anything to do with the
power house.

_11r. LAIW1BERT: In practice he does.
Mr;. Davy: I do not think he does, and

I would like to know what the Minister says
about it.

Mfr. LA-MBERT: Ev-erything in comics-
lion ith the extension of the power station
and other matters relating to our electricity
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s.upply have to be referred to the Commis-
sicner of Railways and sanctioned by him.

31r. North: The former Commissioner of
Railways prevented the installation of elec-
tri' stoves in Cotteslee.

mr. LAMBERT: Perhaps so. Perhaps
Iv- LhouizIht that Cottesloe at times was quite
li01 effoagh, without the installation of elec-
tric stoves;! I do not think it should be
within the scope of the duties of any one
man to bare charge of our railways, tram-
ways and electricity supply. In my opinion
our electricity supply will play one of the
most important parts in our development
in the days to come. In Victoria they have
special Commissioners to control that branch
of (Ike State's activities, and electric power
in that State is playing an ever-increasingly
important part. That is due solely to the
feet that the Electricity Commissions made
up their minds to becomne independent of
outside sources of fuel supplies and have de-
veloped a power scheme along their own
lines to meet the requirements of their State-.
Then as reg-ards the tramway;, I w%-, ftSso-
ciated with others in an inquiry regarding
tramway extensions. The quest ion upper-
most in the mind of one of those engaged
upon the invcstigations wats v desire to see
that the railways did ht,. suffer from the
revenue standpoint through any extensions
of the tramway system. He thought it was
awful to think that we should run tramnways
to suit the requirements of the people of the
metropolitan area when they camne into con-
flict w4ith the railway system there. I hope to
see the time when the tramways in the metro-
politank area, like the water supply, witll be
handed over to a hoard of control. Per-
haps the Minister for Works would not like
to see one of his most important depart-
ntents lopped off and given to an independ-
ent hoard. Sometime ago -we had a discus-
s~ion in the House regarding the duties of
members of Parliament, and country mem-
bers found that they were called upon to
spend a. considerable portion of their time
in discussing matters that affected the met-
ropolitan area alone and were in a sense
purely parochial. That did not directly
concern us as members representing country
districts, but I do hope the Government will
tavkle this question, that it will not be al-
lowed to drif t on, year in year out. I re-
member a. previous Government introduced

a Bill for the appointment of three comn-
miassioners.

kiwi. Sir Jaimes Mitchell: Oh no.
Afr. LAMBERT: If I remember rightly

it was the Wilson Government.
The Minister for Railways; The Lefroy

Government.
Mr. LAIERT: It is a pity that gentle-

man did not live long enough politically
to pass legislation that would have given
effect to the appointment of three cemmih-
aionters, I think there was a nigger in the
woodpile. Possibly there was a reason for

teopposition to it, and possibly that op-
position was known to my friend opposite.

flou. Sir James Mitchell: I did not know
anything of it.

Mr. LAM1BERT: You are one of the in-
nocents abroad; I do not know anyone who
van look so innocent and smile so pleasant-
ly.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!1 The lion. mem-
tier naust address the Chair.

Mr. LAIIBERT: 1 was led astray by the
hon. members interjection. I hope the Gov-
rnunent will consider the needs of the met-

ropolitan area and provide up-to-date chara-
banes thAt will be an adjunct to the tram-
way bystem. With the rapid growth of our
requirements we shall probably have at no
very distant date, a big power scheme that
will embrace a greater part of the South-
West. That will mean, amongst other

hiiugs, the electrification of the railways. I
have much pleasure in supporting the mo-
tion.

MRt. KEIfNZDY (Greeuough) 18.33]: 1
have no desire to oppose the motion. Per-
sonaily I think Mr. Evans will make a
thoroughly ellicient commissioner, and I dis-
agree with those members who favour the
aippoinitment of three commissioners. Th3
time is not opportune for incurring tha'.
additional expenditure. We have now a
Commissioner of Railways at £2,000 a year,
a Chief Traffic Manager, a Chief Mechanical
Engineer, an Engineer for Existing Lines,
an Electrical Engineer and many other ad-
ianistrative officers located in the city. In

the country we have district superintendents,
district engineers, district loco inspectors,
district local superintendents, and also elsec-
trical engineers, and if the railways are not
properly administered with such an army
of officers, it is time we got somebody els-
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to do the job. I should like the Govern-
ment to be consistent. I understand that
the newly appointed commissioner is N4 or
65 years of age.

The M1inibter for Railways: Ile is; 63.
Mr. IKENYEDY: HL- has been an officer

of the Railway IDepartu'ent for manm years,
and has given valuable service to the State.
At the s-ame time, there are in other depart-
ments of the railway-, officers who have
given equally valuable .errives in their par-
ticular sphere-;, and yet because they hnv!
reached the age of 64 their services, have
been dispensed with. A week ago a ganger
from Kurrawang wai retired because he had
reached the age of (64. T have known this
man to have been a yen' efficient ganger,
havitig received grreat praise for keeping
the permanent way in perfect condition. If
there is, olie section of the railway system
that requires the services of efficient men,
it is the permanent way. Time tables can-
not be adhered to if the permanent way is
not in a perfect state of repair. It is just
a% important to have efficient gangers as
it is, to have efficient engine drivers. Now
we find mein in one department are retired
because they have reached the age of 64,
and yet we proceed to appoint a man who
is approaching 64 to the position of Corn-
missioner. T~hat gentleman has given no
better service to the State in his particu-
lar departments than has the gauger in the
departments under his control. I approached
the 'Minister for Railways and asked whe-
thur it iva- the policy of the Government
to dispense with the stervices of men be-
Iween the ages of 60O and 65, and he pro-
wnised me he would make inquiries. To be
consistent, the Government, if they ask Par-
liament to ratify the appointment of 'Mr.
Evans for live years, should also extend
the retiring age of othcrs employed in the

Question put and passed.

IPAPEES--PASTOEAL LEASE 3496/96.
MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [8.48]:

Imove-
That the file appertaining to Pastoral Lease

No. 3496/06, and held in the name of 0. S.,
1. IS, and H, 0. Herbert, situated East of
Meekatbarra, be laid upon the Table of the
House.

I regret that the Miniser has not accepted
my motion as formal, and that he desires
to offer opposition to pneing the papers on
tile Table of the House. That puts me in
the unfortunate position of having to ad-
v'anle second-hand infornmation which might
nt be actually true, in suipport of my de-
,ire to htave the file prodluced. There mus~t
ba (,nie reason for the Minister's objection
to tabling the flde, and that seems to con-
fini the information I hav-. gleaned regard-
ing the administration of the Lends Df.-
partmeat in regard to this particular file.
When speaking on the Address-in-reply last
year I referred to a large urea of pastoral
country that was held between -Meek atharra.
and Wiluna for speculative purposes. I re-
peatedly referred to this particular block
though I did not use the names of the les-
sees, I indicated exactly where it was, and
the approximate area embodied in it. Al-
though it may be urged that this is a per-
sonal matter between a client of the State,
and the officers and Ministor controlling the
department, I feel that if it can be shown
there has been a miscarriage of justice in
the administration of affairs of State, mem-
bers of Parliament should take notice of it.
I know this block well. I was invited by
correspondence to go to the Lands Depart-
inent, and informed that if this block was
available for selection I could take it up for
a party of three. On visiting the depart-
mnent I1 discovered that the land had b~een
seleeted three weeks or three months prior
to my visit. That took place in 1923 or
1924. From 1923 to 1924 this block was
never touched by the lessee. He had held
it for five or six years. I do not think he
had even seen it. I am also informed that
the amount of rent owing on it was £177.
I cannot vouch for the accuracy of that
statement. That is why I want to see the
file. Every regulation that a pastoralist is
supposed to comply with was broken by the
lessee. He owed this large sum of money in
rent, he did not improve the land to the ex-
tent of one penny, and had no stock upon
it. When I last referred to the matter the
Minister was kind enough to ask mec why
I had not informed him of the facts. 'This
particular block was particularly centred in
my mind. It is in a good position geo-
graphically. It was desired by quite a num-
ber of young r astoralists who wanted to get
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married and live near their parents.
The Minister invited me to give him
particulars of those people who were
breaking the law. I took it from the Min-
ister's remarks that if the statements were
correct he would take some action. I know
now, however, that there was an. applica-
tion in for the forfeiture of this block. At
the time the Minister asked me why I had
not informed hint of the violation of the
land laws, this application for forfeiture
had been lodged. I say without fear of con-
tradiction that, in addition to the rental of
£177 being due, the land was never stocked
or improved. I saw it myself frequently.
The application for forfeiture was Dot suc-
cessful. I know the application was lodged
because the man who put it in spoke to me
at Meekatharra and complained to me bit-
terly about the administration. Take a man
like W. A. Snell, one of the earliest pas-
toralists in the State.

Hon. G. Taylor: A very old pioneer.
Mr. MARSHALL: He has lived on the

fore-quarter of a rabbit and a pint of flour
for the best part of a week, which is more
than most alleged pioneers have done. This
gentleman remains in the bush year in and
year out. He is a most dillicult man to comn-
municate with because he does his job. It
happened chat he failed Lo pay his rent
for one year, although he had stocked and
improved his run. He owed the current
year's rent, by which i meain that the fufl
12 monthi had not elapsed. Rents, however,
are payable in advance, and he was late on
that occasion. Every lease he held was can-
celled. Through the agency and overtures of
a certain member of Parliament the matter
was re-considered and Snell got back his
land. He had to pay his rent, and it took
many telegrams and much hurry and scurry
to get in the money to save the situation.
Against that we have this block of :362,000
acres that a man held for five years, and
who broke every pastoral law imaginable.
An application was miade for the forfeiture
of the block but it was unsuccessful. I
should like to know the reason for this.
I want to see the file to ascertain why it is
that certain holders of pastoral areas are
allowed to do this sort of thing. I know
about the time this land wvas taken up. I
want to see if the allegations which have
been made against the administration of
the department are based on fact. The Min-
ister should not have put me to the dis-
agreeable task of saying what I have said.

WVe should not be refused a file under con-
ditions such as these. I have been obliged to
make charges which I find it objectionable
to do. I amn not happy about having to
advance arguments of this sort to show that
the laws of the State are being administered
without regard for fair play and justice.
If one individual is not allowed to owe his
rent for 12 months another person should
not be allowved to do the same thing. If one
individual is compelled to improve his land
strictly in accordance with the law, other in-
dlividuals should be obliged to do so. If one
pastaralist is obliged to stock his laud ac-
cording to law another should be compelled
to do so. That has not been done as I have
.own. I want to see the file to ascertain
%vhether I hav-e been informed of the facts.
If the statements are true I am sorry to say
the administration of the Lands Department
has been a dismal failure in this case. I am
sorry to have to make any charges at all. 1
would rather have looked quietly at the file,
satisfied myself as to the facts, and given
infornation to the parties concerned who are
mostly interested in it. The neighbours
around this block are annoyed and disap-
pointed. They have been watching it closely,
hut their efforts to secure it have failed. They
informed me there was a large sum owing
for rent. I do not know whether that is
so, but I do know that the rest of the algn-
mnts I have advanced are, correct, that the
land was not stocked and improved accord-
ing to the regulations. An application for
forfeiture was lodged by a man named
Baker, but it was not approved. If the
Minister bad laid the file on the Table
probably nothing more would have been
heard of it.

On motion by the Minister for Lands, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.55 p.m.


